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The meeting at Syracuse was reminiscent of the virile days of the
Hunker and Barnburner bloodlettings. As usual, the state convention
had been preceded by two sets of primaries in New York City, with
Tammany and Mozart Hall each sending up its delegates. This time
Wood thought he could seat his contestants. He mobilized a force of
bruisers led by the "Benicia Boy," then hero of the ring, arriving at the
meeting hall very early. His delegates proceeded to organize the con-
vention before the regulars arrived. When other delegates had appeared
Peter Cagger mounted the platform for the state committee, and de-
clared John Stryker temporary chairman. In the melee that ensued,
Stryker was pushed off the platform. Cochrane then moved that the
convention adjourn until one o'clock. The regular delegates marched
out to settle it in various bars, while the Mozart boys, having declared
themselves the organization, moved to adjourn until seven and joined
their opponents in search of liquid refreshment.
The regulars came back in the afternoon, heard an address by Dickin-
son, nominated a state ticket and selected a complete set of delegates,
choosing a combination of Hards and Softs. The Hards, followers of
Dickinson, had between twelve and fifteen of the thirty-five Charleston
delegates, and their hope, and certainly Dickinson's, was that the
lightning might strike him at the convention. The other twenty or
twenty-three of the Regency were for Douglas, and under the unit rule
all thirty-five votes must be cast as the majority willed. The narrow
margin of Richmond's control over the delegation finally proved to be
one of the causes of the Charleston debacle.
Dickinson's alliance with Richmond, Cochrane, and Cagger split
the Hard strength so that Wood could secure only a part of it His
convention in the evening nominated the same state ticket but refused
to take the Charleston delegates, claiming that the afternoon convention
had no right to select the whole group. They planned to choose the
district delegates in local primaries and come back hi February to
another state convention, there to name the delegates at large. The
Richmond-Cagger slate, standing behind Douglas, certainly enjoyed the
advantages of early choice by the regular organization. The Wood de-
vices ensured two New York delegations to Charleston, and another
display of New York's dirty linen before a Democratic convention.1*